
James Perry Wardrup
November 24, 1943 - May 12, 2024

James Perry Wardrup, long-time resident of the no-man’s land between
Rockledge and Shady Grove, was the third son born to Vann and Evelena
Hathcock Wardrup. Perry was born just before midnight on November 23,
1943, although his birth certificate recited November 24—thus beginning a
lifelong distrust of government statistics. Perry passed from this life on May
12, 2024, and was preceded in death by his parents and by his two older
brothers, Vandell Wardrup and Daniel “Boone” Wardrup, mother-in-law Ruby
Walker Smith, father-in-law R.E. Langley, and his sister-in-law Joyce
Greenhaw, while his baby brother Frank (Annette) Wardrup grieves his
passing, as do his surviving sisters-in-law Shirley Wardrup and Deanna
Wardrup, as well as his brothers-in-law Mike Langley and Norris Greenhaw,
and his beloved nieces and nephews. Perry graduated Etowah High School in
1961 and immediately joined the Air Force where he served for four years
overseas. Upon his return home, he pursued two long-term relationships. The
first was with the phone company (Southern Bell back then) where he worked
as a lineman and then in the office for over 40 years, building a catalog of tall
tales and forming friendships he treasured to the end. The second was with
Nina Langley, who made him work even harder before agreeing to marry him
and doing so on May 20, 1967. Perry and Nina spent the next 57 years raising
two kids—Mark (Tara) Wardrup and Alyssa (John) Ross—and battling
together every challenge life threw their way. They practiced on Mike Langley
first and so were ready for the rigors of parenthood. Mike’s invaluable help



allowed them to navigate the last few years of travel for treatments and doctor
visits; they could not have done it without him. Nina survives Perry now as
evidence of how a strong, faithful woman can completely shelter the life of the
man she loves. Perry could fix anything, could tell a story, and could sing
every song Hank Williams ever recorded. He loved to garden, enjoyed fishing
and hunting, and had a bit of a fetish for cornbread and all things pickled.
Perry leaves a trail of God-provided medical miracles in his file too long to list,
including surviving a massive heart attack in his mid-40’s, a year spent living
on an L-VAD, and the incredible gift of a heart transplant in 2011. He never
quit. Perry was a stubborn, honorable man who saw his life as more than his
own. He especially treasured his extended family and his 42 years of July 4th
celebrations with them were touchstones. His grandkids--Mallie, Meg (Chris),
Sadie, Callie Jo, and Orrin--could do no wrong in his eyes and were his pride
and his joy. With age came a deeper appreciation for how well the Lord had
blessed him in his friends and family. Perry leaves a legacy of grins and
laughter, tender affection, and the kind of determination that refuses to
concede defeat (or concede much of anything else, truth be told). He now has
the ultimate victory in Christ, and we are emboldened to face our own battles
in the reflection of his enduring example. Please consider being an organ
donor and remember Perry’s donor family in your prayers as you also
remember our family. The gift they gave us was beyond price. “The righteous
man walks in his integrity; his children are blessed after him.” Prov. 20:7. 
There will be a graveside service at 12:00 noon, Wednesday, May 15, 2024 at
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery in the Egypt community. Rev. Mike Goforth will
officiate the service. Pallbearers will be his family and friends. The family will
accept friends from 9:30 until 11:30 before the service at Etowah Memorial
Chapel. 
In lieu of flowers, we ask that you donate in memory of Perry to Shepherd’s
Cove Hospice (which can be done by visiting shepherdscove.org). 
Etowah Memorial Chapel Directing





Cemetery Details

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church-Egypt Community

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 15. 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)

Etowah Memorial Chapel
12600 US Highway 431
Sardis City, AL 35956
(256) 593-4994

Graveside Service

MAY 15. 12:00 PM (CT)

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church-Egypt Community
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Barry Walker - May 15, 2024 at 02:46 PM

Perry and I worked in the same telephone building at 748 Forest AV,
Gadsden, Al. He was a country boy same as I, reading about him
brings back so many memories. He worked in the central office, and
I worked in the Dial Office, his supervisor was Dan Nix, and he
would let me go through that central office any time. Perry was liked
by everyone and treated everyone with respect. I feel so sorry for
his family and friends. You grandkids had the best granddad. He will
be missed, just reading this makes me feel for all of you.

Barry Walker - May 15, 2024 at 02:09 PM

I am sorry for your loss; I worked in Gadsden and saw Perry quite
often. I never knew his first name was James. He always treated
anyone with respect.

Warren Averett - May 14, 2024 at 03:03 PM

Warren Averett purchased the Medium Dish Gard
en for the family of James Perry Wardrup.

https://www.etowahmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.etowahmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.etowahmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jim, Sandi & Ava Robinson - May 13, 2024 at 05:23 PM

Jim, Sandi & Ava Robinson purchased the Peace
ful White Lilies Basket for the family of James
Perry Wardrup.

Jim, Sandi & Ava Robinson - May 13, 2024 at 05:23 PM

Jim, Sandi & Ava Robinson planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James Perry
Wardrup.

https://www.etowahmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.etowahmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.etowahmemorialchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

